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Chuang Tzu and Indigenization of Communication Studies

Yin Liangen( Shenzhen University )

Abstract; In their efforts to indigenize communication studies, Chinese scholars have been adopting dif-
ferent approaches. One is to promote the exploration of indigenous empirical evidences in contemporary Chi-
nese society, and the other is to insist on excavating the value of traditional Chinese culture. While debates on
the former approach have been more or less settled , the latter is currently a heatedly-debated topic. One of the
newest examples is the coinage of the term of“ receiving subjectivity” by a handful of scholars to interpret the
so-called“ communication thoughts” of Chuang Tzu. In this paper, | argue that®receiving subjectivity” is a
fabricated concept bearing no premise, substance, or verification in Chuang Tzu and his associates. We
should interpret Chuang Tzu with great caution and sensibility. We need to capture the essence of Chuang
Tzu’ s thoughts in the context of his time and culture , rather than transplanting any ready-made Western con-
cepts and contrasting them against Chuang Tzu. To avoid over-interpretation of traditional Chinese culture
while advancing the indigenization of communication studies,communication scholars should borrow the wis-
dom our neighboring disciplines have offered ,i. e. the cultural consciousness of sociological scholars,the ar-
gumentative logics of philosophical scholars,and the interpretive methodology of historical scholars.

Key Words : communication thoughts ; indigenization of communication studies ; Taoism ; ancient Chinese

communication ; traditional culture ; Chuang Tzu
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