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Metaphorical System in Environmental Communication
Interpretation of the Award Text of 2018 Excellent
Ecological Environment Publicity as well

Wang Lina( Yunnan University , Southwest Forestry University )

Abstract ; With rhetorical orientation becoming a significant and core field in environmental communica-
tion , how to use rhetorical theories to carry out researches has become an urgent issue for environmental com-
munication. Because the metaphor has long been the center of the knowledge map of rhetoric, and the re-
search of cognitive linguistics has raised the metaphor to a cognitive proposition to further release its academ-
ic explanatory power,the metaphor has become a feasible and appropriate perspective. This paper focuses on
metaphors in environmental communication. Based on the award text of 2018 excellent ecological environ-
ment publicity selected by the Ministry of Ecology and Environment, this paper identifies and extracts seven
key conceptual metaphors; green, war, animal , disease , death , home and nation. At the same time, the paper
explains the derivative metaphors of these environmental metaphors, from which the environmental meaning
production and environmental value of different metaphors can be seen. Furthermore, this paper introduces
the concept of meta metaphor to analyze the historical and cultural context of the construction of environmen-
tal metaphor. Therefore , this paper holds that metaphor in environmental communication is actually a meta-
phorical system built by meta metaphor, radical metaphor and derivative metaphor. This paper attempts to
summarize the multi-level nature of environmental metaphor system with the new proposition of metaphor ring
in order to promote the development of the theory and practice of environmental rhetoric research.

Key Words: environmental communication ; conceptual metaphor ; metaphorical system ; metaphor ring;

ecological environment publicity
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