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Foreign Fake News Research: Origin, Progress and Evaluation

Ru Xuhua( China University of Petroleum)

Abstract ; Fake news is not a feature of the Internet age, which can be traced back to the long history of
mankind. However, it has been more of a noun than a concept for a long time. With the advent of the social
media era,the proliferation of fake news has become a global public hazard, especially in Europe and the U-
nited States where network technology and applications are most developed. After the 2016 US election, fake
news ushered in a research boom. Its high degree of attention, wide participation from all walks of life, rich
research results, fierce debates, and far-reaching influence are rare in the history of journalism. Although the
fake news research has only been three years, which has jumped out of the research framework of“ rumor” and
“propaganda” , and has developed its own research framework and theoretical system through focusing on the
core issues of the concept,identification and development characteristics, occurrence and impact mechanism ,
harm and governance of fake news. However, foreign fake journalism research mainly exists in Western coun-
tries headed by the United States, whose values, positions and prejudices make its research limitations very
prominent and cannot be ignored. Fake news research is in the ascendant. Future research topics will be more
difficult, and disputes and differences will be even more severe, because its issue is not only deeply embed-
ded in the deepest differences and conflicts within a society, but also involves complex factors such as ideo-
logical differences and factional struggles.

Key Words: fake news; literature review ;research progress ; post-truth
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