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Sensory Imagination and Digital Practice of Drone Journalism
under the Perspective of Risk Communication

Li Huajun ,Song Mengyu( Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract; In the era of high risk, the UAV aerial photography system which integrates artificial intelli-
gence, big data, remote sensing image processing and other programs, is outlining a new landscape of "
drone journalism" in the field of news communication, providing a new decision-making solution for manag-

ing and controlling the risk events of sudden public disaster. Under the visual perspective of the " eye of

God" , the information gathering of drone journalism can realize the '

" panoramic view" of the disaster scene
outside the " disaster prison" , thus opening up the sensory imagination of human limited nervous system. In
the practice of digital editing, the drone journalism takes massive spatial-temporal data information as narra-
tive materials, multimodal image processing program as technical premises, text and image information as
symbolic representations of the meaning, and finally accomplishes the communication and construction of risk
information in the visual delight of mechanical devices. Overall, the air superiority of drone journalism em-
bodies its characteristic of " transcendence"” , which is embodied in its subversion of traditional viewing logic,
the remedy of traditional news modes, and the resetting of traditional data space. However, in spite of the
carnival wave and the joy brought by technological innovation and integration, people in the technological era
are increasingly getting into the trouble of alienation, concealment, illusion and loss, and the technical prop-
osition of re-examining of the human existing world still cannot be ignored.

Key Words: the eye of God; UAV aerial photography; drone journalism; sudden public disaster;

risk communication
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