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Physical Resistance and Symbol Construction of the Artist Group:
Strategies and Effects

Guo Xiaoan ,Zhao Xinru( Chongqging University )

Abstract ; As the main body of behavior with highly symbolized ideographic practice ability, the group of
"artists" has natural advantages in using body symbols to resist and construct. They construct visual symbols
through the body, perform public performances, create dramatic scenes by " mismatch" between signifier and
signified in image symbols, weaken psychological exclusion with interest, and enter the recipient’s emotional
lead smoothly,realize the expression of symbol meaning mechanism. The study finds that there are two main

types of strategy construction of artists’ body struggle: showing a '

" playful " body through metaphorical
practice to express irony ;showing a " fearless" body through piercing practice to pierce the viewer’s emotions
and harvest emotional capital. There are natural advantages for artists to advocate value through body sym-

bols, but the symbolic struggle with body as a medium has its limitations ; because of the public’s "

stereotyped
opinions" about the artist’s body art,the symbolic struggle easily leads to " rejection" of the artist’s identity ;
moreover , the interpretation space of image symbols is large, and it is easy to form misunderstandings, obscu-
ring the appeal of protest, reducing the intensity and breadth of mobilization , resulting in a incomprehensible
outcome.

Key Words:; artist group ;body struggle ; symbol construction ; public performance
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