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Influential Mechanisms of the Internet on Opinion Expression
Willingness among the New Generation of Peasant Workers .
An Analysis Based on Empowerment Theory

Yan Qihong( Sun-Yat Sen University )

Abstract ; Internet empowers on opinion expression of the new generation of peasant workers, few atten-
tions are paid to influential mechanisms deeply. This paper considers that there is a structural empowerment
in opinion expression online,including platform empowerment, practical empowerment (i. e. Information em-
powerment , relation empowerment ) , psychological empowerment based on the theory of empowerment. A
questionnaire survey was conducted in Beijing. It finds that opinion expression willingness of new generation
of peasant workers are more affected by internet exposure and political efficacy, while less affected by practi-
cal ability. Based on the comparative analysis, it finds that with the development of current internet technolo-
gy and the popularity of mobile devices, the situation of internet access of the new generation peasant workers
have improved , following with their advanced practical ability to some extent. However,the potential of inter-
net access and practical ability in the function of self-efficacy is still very limited. Namely, the situation of o-
pinion expression has not been substantially improved. Therefore , it is believable that in addition to the im-
provement in the extent of platform exposure and using ability of internet, it is necessary to transform them in-
to the effectiveness of psychological level. Cultivating and creating a good opinion expression culture is also
important based on the platform exposure and practical ability enhancing.

Key Words: opinion expression ; peasant workers ; empowerment ; expression culture
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