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The Study on Emotional Mobilization of Digital Memes
Based on the Theory of Interaction Rituals Chains

Take Emperor Bar’ s Expedition as An Example
Gu Xueqiang ( Jinan University )

Abstract : The digital memes people use in cyber activities not only can help them participate in social
public affairs, but also gather individual sentiment to shape group emotions so as to reflect social reality. The
digital memes, as kinds of visual symbols, are able to reproduce different facial expressions, actions, pos-
tures of human beings which can directly strike their visual senses, stimulate emotional reactions, evoke in-
dividual sentiment and aggregate collective emotions. This paper holds that although digital memes are non—
verbal symbols, they can realize virtual physical presence of people by producing substitutes to replace their
real bodies in cyber activities. Thus, the subject of people departs from the flesh and goes into the substi-
tutes produced by digital memes, physically interacting with other groups, perceiving the environment in the
situation as well as sharing their emotional experience, which satisfy the elements of interaction ritual
chains. The essential function of digital memes is to express emotion, therefore, in interaction ritual chains,
digital memes can mobilize the emotion of groups. The dynamic mechanism of emotional justice evoked by
digital memes helps providing constant emotional energy for emotional mobilization, and achieves emotional
resonance and pleasure among group members by strategies like emotional appeals and emotional perform-
ance. The emotional community shaped by digital memes can promote maintain the group’s emotional bond
and group unity. Finally, the emotional energy of the ritual is stored by emotional memory constructed,
which becomes the symbol of the group and constantly evolves itself so that it gains lasting vitality.

Key Words: interaction ritual ; digital memes ; emotional mobilization ; Chinese meme war on facebook
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