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Defiance of the Profession Against Political Power
——The Establishment of “You Wen Bi Lu” in
Late Qing and Early Republic China

Cao Ruiging ( Nanjing Normal University )

Abstract : At the beginning of the 20th century, “you wen bi lu” ( 4 [# £ 5% ) has become a principle for
the journalists, which has been popular in the press for decades. Logically speaking, whether in the late Qing
dynasty or at the present time, it is impossible for news reporting to adhere to*you wen bi lu”. Why then, this
phrase which might not seem to be reasonable became an influential concept in modern journalism? Accord-
ing to research, after the Hundred Days’ Reform, the regime began to intervene in various activities of the
press, and the practitioners became increasingly aware of the oppression enforced by the political forces. Un-
der such circumstances, the press heatedly advocated“you wen bi lu” , aiming to struggle for the freedom of
“reporting anything one hears or sees”. What’ s more, the western concept of“ freedom of speech” has spread
far and wide, further justifying this struggle of the press. At that period, “you wen bi lu” has actually become
the practice of“freedom of speech” ,realizing the aim of confronting® political power” with“ professional prac-
tices " to a relatively large degree. It has also restrained the political power to a certain extent. This paper con-
cludes that“you wen bi lu” has demonstrated the professional mindset of defiance of the press against political
power, which has existed in journalism practice in later period of the Republic of China for a long time.

Key Words: “you wen bi lu” ;freedom of speech ;defiance of the press;professional mindset
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