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A Content Analysis of People’s Daily’s Coverage About
Well-off Society ( 1980—2020)

Zhou Jinlian ,Wang Jingjun , Zhao Xiaoying ,Ran Zhen ,Zhong Zhijin(Sun Yet-sen University )

Abstract ; Based on the theories of agenda building, as well as media and national modernization, this
study investigates how People’s Daily builds agenda about the well-off society, and the relationship between
regional media visibility and local economic development in this issue. Using the method of content analysis
and topic co-occurrence network analysis, this study analyzes 726 news articles about the well-off society in
People’s Daily from 1980 to 2020. The results show that the visibility of political and economic themes is
higher than others in the media. In general,,a media discourse pattern with policy as the guidance and eco-
nomic construction as the main task has been formed. And in different historical stages,the media’s attention
distribution to each topic is different. Specifically , from the period of satisfying basic food and clothing needs
to the period of building a well-off society in an all-round way, the theme of the report has expanded from
highlighting political and economic themes to the diversity and balance of political , economic , social , cultural
and ecological themes. With the in-depth development of the well-off society ,the topic co-occurrence net-
work of media coverage is stable,and the core topics tend to be related to multiple topics. In terms of reported
regions , the central region, east and north China have got more media attention. Moreover, there is a signifi-
cant positive correlation between the number of coverage received in various regions and the increase in local
GDP , indicating that there is an " economic parallel" relationship between media attention and regional social
development.

Key words: agenda building ; media and national modernization ; well-off society
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