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Conflict and Fusion: from Media Imperialism to
'""New Media Imperialism"'

Xiong Chengyu( Shanghai Jiaotong University ; Tsinghua University)
Zheng Xuan( Tsinghua University )

Abstract; With the continuous development and changes of digital technology and the Covid-2019, the
cultural environment, social structure and world structure are quietly changing, and exchanges between dif-
ferent countries, regions and cultural circles have become more frequent and intense. In the background of
this era, how to understand the blending and collision of different civilizations and cultures, and at the same
time, to co-build "world culture" on the basis of conforming to the trend of the times and striving for dis-
course leadership have become an important research topic in the current academic circles. As an important
critical paradigm in international communication, media imperialism is of great significance for understanding

global communication practices and analyzing western hegemonic activities. This research paradigm has dif-
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ferent connotations and research directions in different era backgrounds. Many scholars have carried out in-
depth analysis based on different positions and perspectives. They have generally experienced the shift from
powerful effect theory to the limited effect theory, from cultural conflict theory to cultural integration theory,
and from cultural colonialism to media democratization. The reason why the theory of media imperialism has
been repeatedly mentioned and discussed in academic circles is that it is an advantageous means to promote
our understanding of the complex global cultural flow. Based on the tracing of the historical research of
media imperialism, this article summarizes the evolution of its research paradigm, which in general has gone
through the evolution of imperialism paradigm, globalization paradigm and pluralism paradigm. By analyzing
the historical process and research direction of media imperialism, combined with the current global media
development practice, it is found that media imperialism is evolving to new media imperialism, and the ad-
vocated " core-periphery" model has changed into a scattered, diversified and floating multilevel market
model of " global interaction-regional domination" . The paradigm of new media imperialism abandons the "
core-periphery" dominant paradigm and the imperial paradigm, and essentially emphasizes the participatory
paradigm, influenced by technology, capital and market. The theoretical paradigm of new media imperialism
can be used to study global and regional cultural expansion activities led by multinational companies and
technological giants rather than sovereign states. This perspective can help to analyze the action logic of glob-
al media capital and technology giants in cultural exchanges, media expansion and other activities in the dig-
ital age, so as to better understand their characteristics and influences in the new era. Compared with media
imperialism, it can be found that the actors, modes of action, and behavior goals in the activities of new
media imperialism have all changed. New media imperialism has become a normalized existence that is
guided by market interests rather than ideology, and is dominated by multinational groups rather than state
machinery. This study found that it has the following three new characteristics; media ownership is highly
centralized, and platform-based media are developing rapidly; information colonialism is invisible, and new
technologies accelerate the transformation of imperialism ; the media environment is market-oriented, and the
principle of maximizing capital benefits promotes global expansion. To cope with the trend of new media im-
perialism, developing countries need to continuously enhance their sense of participation and voice in activi-
ties such as the research and development of new media technologies and the formulation of communication
technology standards and rules in the future, to combat technological monopoly, political control, cultural
invasion and capital exploitation of developed capitalist countries and platform oligarchs.

Key words : media imperialism; core-periphery structure; new media imperialism; internet era
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