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The Historical Evolution and Development Trend of
Media Governance Research in China

Hu Yuanzhen ,Wu Shichen( Hubei University )

Abstract; With the deepening of the modernization process of the national governance system and gov-
ernance capacity , media governance,as its branch, has gradually become the focus of media research in re-
cent years. This study uses the document information visualization software CiteSpace to make a quantitative
analysis of the literature year, core authors, and high-frequency keywords of media governance research in the
CNKI database from 2003 to 2020. It is found that in the past 17 years,China’s media governance research
has experienced a historical evolution process from concept introduction to guiding practice, and then to the
localization of media governance. The research content of media governance is mainly reflected in five as-
pects: the concept and internal logic of media governance,the effect and influence of media participation in
social governance ,the government’s use of media for network governance, the practice of media governance in
the context of national governance,and the governance of media industry and media groups. Finally,based on
the analysis of the above contents, this paper puts forward the development prospect of media governance in
the digital communication era, that is, at the theoretical level, we should focus on the changes of network
media technology and ecology and pay attention to the digital governance of media. At the historical level,
from the diachronic perspective of the development and change of media functions, we should deeply explore
the process of using media for social governance in China and focus the research on the historical significance
of media governance. In practice, in addition to establishing a normalized digital media operation and man-
agement system as soon as possible,we should also pay attention to giving full play to the global governance
function of media in combination with global public issues.

Key words : government ; national governance ;media governance ; digital media ; governance function
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