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""Playing Games Together' ; an Analysis of New Social
Network Mode of Urban Teenagers

Tao Rongting ( Anhui University of Science and Technology)
Zhai Guangyong( Anhui Normal University)

Abstract; Academic circles have been worrying about the problems of teenagers brought by online
games. However,as a new social field , network space is becoming an important medium for the socialization
of urban teenagers. " Playing games together" is not only a symbolic representation of this model, but also a
digital practice across time and space. This paper tries to explore how the real-time communication mode of
" playing games together" affects the new social mode, relationship positioning and meaning production of ur-
ban teenagers from the perspective of space-time sociology. According to the research,the online game,as a
social interaction of urban teenagers, has undergone the evolution from " play" to " cooperate" , which has re-
invented the social distance, scene and connection of urban teenagers. In other words," fighting together"
breaks the " separation" in reality , reshapes teenagers’ group identity , realizes time-space extended communi-
cation and exchange , and provides the individualized urban teenagers with a new possibility of social contact
and communication.

Key words : network space ; urban teenagers ;new social interaction ; the network game
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