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The Consented Free Labor in the Internet.
a Study on the Ethnography Construction of the
Female Show Anchors

Zhou Mengjie( Changsha University ; Shih Hsin University)
Xu Shengquan( Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences)
Wu Wei( Quanzhou Normal University ; Shih Hsin University )

Abstract ; Starting from the daily life and work practice of female anchors in the show, this paper adopts
the research method of organizational ethnography to explore the willingness of female anchors to work under
certain compulsion, consent and consciousness, and to draw a map of power relations in Chinese social live
broadcasting studios. The research finds that female anchors take various actions to become more beautiful
and can not extricate themselves from the online dream woven by platforms or guilds. They use their creativity
to attract fans’ appreciation. Live broadcasting is organized as a game competition, successfully concealing
and transferring exploitative production relations. Despite their willingness to be payed and self-struggle , they
eventually are willing to work and make a weak accumulation of social capital.

Key words: labor process ;salary system ; digital labor ; pop star dream
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