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China’s Environmental Image in the Eyes of the British Public.

An Interview Study Based on Schema Theory

Zhao Li,Ye Xin( Communication University of Zhejiang)

Abstract: As environmental issues become a new field for the international community to compete for

discourse power and interests, the strategic significance of enhancing China’s environmental protection image

has increased significantly. An in-depth interview with the British public was conducted to explore the repre-
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sentation, source and related influencing factors of the British public’s perception of China’s environmental
image. The negative schema of the British public on China’s environmental issues are static and typographi-
cal,and are mainly influenced by traditional mainstream media. The negative patterns are concentrated on the
state of the ecological environment, economic development models and the role of global climate governance.
Under the influence of the " assimilation" of the schema,the Chinese environmental image in the eyes of the
British public was formed. The British public’ s front view of China’ s environmental protection image is dy-
namic and detailed. It is mainly influenced by personal experience and social networks. The front view focu-
ses on environmental improvement, environmental awareness and clean energy applications. By revealing the
characteristics and sources of the British public’s perception of China’s environmental image , and based on
the analysis of the influencing factors in the process of schema construction, it is helpful to judge the opportu-
nities , resistances and breakthroughs faced by China’s environmental image dissemination. Taking the schema
as a guide is expected to eliminate the barriers and defenses in the process of understanding international dis-
semination of information, thereby enhancing China’s environmental image, promoting Sino-foreign environ-
mental governance cooperation, and promoting the cooperation in environmental governance between China
and foreign countries to jointly meet the environmental challenges of all mankind.

Key words: China’s environmental image ;image communication ; British public ;image perception
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