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The Third-Person Effect in Social Media and its Influence Mechanism

Li Ying ( Shenzhen University)
Lin Ping ,Wang Ying (Sun Yat-sen University )

Abstract; Different from traditional media, social media content producers put greater emphasis on seg-
menting users and targeting at specific readers. The content from public social media accounts are more likely
to lead to different perceptions and behaviors among readers of diverse backgrounds. Taking the articles on
marriage and love topic from the controversial social media platforms run by Mimeng as the case, this study
employs the framework of the third-person effect theory to explore the influence of the social media informa-
tion on the cognition and behavioral intention of college students. The survey results supported the third-per-
son assumption. Perceived negativity and credibility of the social media articles are significant predictors for
third-person perceptions and the intention of restricting social media information. However, students’ percep-
tion of influence on themselves and others could not predict the intention of restricting articles from Mimeng
account and other accounts. The study suggests that college readers’ support for media restriction implies
their attitude of penalizing the media for producing harmful content, rather than reflecting their intention to
protecting others from the media effects.

Key words : third-person effect;social media; media restrictions
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