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Internality , Externality and Covert Symbolism :
an Analysis of the Visual Expression of Traditional Culture
Taking CCTV Documentary " If the National
Treasure Speaks' as An Example

Zhang Zhuo( Wuhan University )
Zhang Bin( Wuhan University ; Jingchu University of Technology)

Abstract : The national treasure stands out from the rich visual resources on the basis of its inherent cul-
tural connotation and explicit aesthetic appearance ,and becomes the object of the modern audio-visual media
‘s preference and requisition. From " National Treasure Archives" to " National Treasure" to " If the National
Treasure Speaks" ,the frequent appearances of the National Treasure reveal the media reality that the tradi-
tional culture is being completely displayed by modern visual means. The visual means of documentary sim-
plify the historical redundancy, meaning complexity and cultural seriousness of the national treasure, and
transform them into a close dialogue text that can communicate with the public text. This paper takes " If the
National Treasure Speaks" as an example to explore the intrinsic and cultural attributes and externalities of the
National Treasure in depth. On the basis of visual characteristics, the paper expounds the intermediary role of
documentary in the visual transformation of traditional culture. Based on the externality of the national treas-
ure endowed by vision, the article also fully explores the hidden " discourse" behind the vision, that is, the
covert symbolism with the nation and country as the core.

Key words : vision ; covert symbolism ; traditional culture ; If the National Treasure Speaks
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