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The 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up in China.
An Investigation Centered on Marketization
——A Case Study of Guangzhou Daily

Li Liangrong , Dou Fengchang( Fudan University )

Abstract; China’s reform and opening up began at the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central
Committee. In the past 40 years, press reform, as an integral part of reform and opening up, has made tremen-
dous achievements and is also experiencing severe challenges. There is a prominent main line in the 40-years
process of China’s news reform, that is, the development of " marketization". The Guangzhou Daily has a
strong representation in studying and reviewing the process of press reform. On this basis, the author further
conceptualizes and theoretically divides the 40-year market-oriented development of Guangzhou Daily into
five stages: enterprization , industrialization , collectivization , capitalization and diversification. The author de-
scribes and displays the market-oriented development of a newspaper, which is also China’s press reform.
However,in the past 10 years,mobile Internet has been developing at an unconventional speed , with the loss
of traditional media readers, the decline in circulation and the decline in advertising volume. The
development of marketization has encountered major challenges, and even shows signs of " non-marketiza-
tion" . Nevertheless , most of the media in China have not completely returned to the business system before
the reform and opening up. In their respective practice, they actively explore a more diversified profit model
besides " secondary sales" . Marketization is still a key word of media development.

Key Words: Chinese journalism ; press reform ; reform of media system ; marketization ; Guangzhou Daily
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