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Genealogical Traces in Régis Debray’s Mediology :
A Methodological Analysis

Zhu Zhenming ( Communication University of China)

Abstract; In the field of study on the relation between technology and culture , Régis Debray is famous
for her influences at the international scene by opening a new way to analyze the interactions between society
and media technologies. In such context, the article intends to analyze Debray’s methodological approach to
the phenomena so as to grasp the methodological logics of his study. The argument is that after the analysis it
is found that Debray is under the great influence of Michel Foucault’s archaeology and genealogy by adopting
and adapting the latter’s ideas mainly of discourse and power, at least by sharing the fundamental insights, to
expose the micro-mechanism of symbolic construction by the intermediary of techniques and technologies, or
the technological innovation in the certain period. Debray “s mediology not only opens a new approach to
understand the media effects but also shows the potential interpreting capacity of " discourse and power"
theory.

Key Words : mediology ; genealogy ; methodology
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