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Diffusion and Reversal: The Early Communication and
Reception of Marxism in Citizen Class:
the Content Analysis of ShenBao(1919-1937)

Yin Wen( Nanjing Forestry University )

Abstract ; The Communication of Marxism in China mainly focuses on the important disseminators. From
the audience’s point of view,in the early communication of Marxism in China,what was the state of commu-
nication to the citizens? After the failure of the Great Revolution, did Marxisms fall into a low ebb? Using
content analysis, this study analyzes®shenbao” which is a representative of the citizen newspaper. In order to
know the effect that “ shenbao” had in the Communication of Marxism ( 1919-1937 ) by discussing the
keywords of Marxism of the report number, the major subject, source, page, reporting tendency. This article
discusses the communication effect of citizen newspapers in the Communication of Marxism and explores the
measure index of communication and reception of Marxism in the early stage. The study finds that the early
communication of Marxism has a tendency to spread the source of communication. The general trend of com-
munication is decline to the civilization and localization , and the position tends to be neutral , appears the U-
shaped reversal trend in the long time period.

Key Words : Marxism ; ShenBao ; citizen class ; content analysis ; diffusion ; reversal
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